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Early Years Foundation Stage Assessment Policy

Assessment plays an important part in helping parents, carers and practitioners to
recognize children’s progress, understand their needs, and to plan activities and
support their child as much as possible. The staff respond to their own day-to-day
observations about children’s progress and observations that parents and carers
share. At Laurel Farm Kindergarten, we observe children to “understand their level of
achievement, interests and learning styles, and to then shape learning experiences
for each child reflecting those observations” and we respond to our own day-to-day
observations about children’s progress and observations that parents and carers
share.

We work in partnership with parents and/or carers, to promote the learning and
development of all children in our care, and to ensure they are ready for school. The
learning and development requirements are informed by the best available evidence
on how children learn and reflect the broad range of skills, knowledge and attitudes
children need as foundations for good future progress.

We guide the development of children’s capabilities with a view to ensuring that
children in our care complete the EYFS ready to benefit fully from the opportunities
ahead of them.

The EYFS learning and development requirements comprise:

the three characteristics of effective teaching and learning

the seven areas of learning and development that shape educational programs in
our setting. All areas of learning and development are important and inter-connected.
(taking in consideration our exemptions for Literacy, Mathematics )

the early learning goals, which summarize the knowledge, skills and understanding
that all young children should have gained by the end of the Reception year

the assessment requirements: when and how we assess children’s achievements,
and when and how we discuss children’s progress with parents and/or carers.

Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage:

The three characteristics of effective teaching and learning:

Playing and exploring- Being willing to ‘have a go’/Finding out and exploring/ Playing
with what they know/

Active learning - Being involved and concentrating/ Enjoying achieving what they set
out to do/ Keep on trying internal motivation

Creating and thinking critically -Thinking of ideas /Finding ways to solve
problems/Finding new ways to do things



The seven areas of learning and development and the educational programs (taking
in consideration our exemptions for Literacy, Mathematics):

Three areas are particularly important for building a foundation for igniting children’s
curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, forming relationships and thriving.

Communication and language development
This involves giving children opportunities to speak and listen in a range of situations

and to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves.

-Listening, Attention and Understanding
-Speaking

Physical development
This involves providing opportunities for children to be active and interactive, and to

develop their co-ordination, control, and movement. Children must also be helped to
understand the importance of physical activity, and to make healthy choices in
relation to food.

-Gross Motor Skills
-Fine Motor Skills

Personal, social and emotional development
Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children

to lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their cognitive development.
Underpinning their personal development are the important attachments that shape
their social world.

-Self-Regulation

-Managing Self (manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including
dressing, going to the toilet and understanding the importance of healthy food
choices)

-Building Relationships

Our setting support children in four specific areas, through which the three prime
areas are strengthened and applied. The specific areas are:

ific ar f learning and their |
Literacy:
-Comprehension
-Reading

-Writing



Mathematics
-Numbers
-Numerical Patterns. -

Understanding of the world
This involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their

community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people,
places, technology and the environment.

-Past and Present
-People, Culture and Communities
-The Natural World

Expressive arts and design
This involves supporting children to explore and play with a wide range of media and

materials. It involves providing children with opportunities and encouragement for
sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music,
movement, dance, role-play, and design and technology.

-Creating with Materials
-Being Imaginative and Expressive

The EYFS learning and development requirements with Waldorf UK (formerly
SWSF) input:

Glossary - Age Range
K2: 2 years old in September of current academic year

K3: 3 years old in September of current academic year

K4: 4 years old in September of current academic year

K5: 5 years old in September of current academic year (generally transition group
child)

Developmental Themes |Areas of Learning

Play CLL: Communication, Language, and Literacy

Sense of Self PSED: Personal, Social, Emotional Development
Se'_‘se ?f Belonging Relationship & Sex Education (RSE) and aspects of
Daily Life Spiritual, Moral, Social & Cultural (SMSC))

Planned Activities

Movement HW: Health and Well being- Managing self

PD: Physical Development
M: Maths

ST: Scientific and Technological (including EYFS
Understanding the World)




HS: Human and Societal (including EYFS
Understanding the World)

CA: Creative and Aesthetic ((including EYFS
Expressive Arts & Design)

CEL: Characteristics of Effective Learning

Objective observations:

We are as objective as possible by showing non bias feelings towards the child
observed. Although it is difficult to be completely non bias, it is essential that one
strives to do so. Recognizing that one can be subjective helps improving on being an
objective observer.

Privacy:

All information about children and their family is confidential and therefore must not
be talked about or/and showed to people who do not have the permission from the
parents/carers.

People who usually have access to observations and assessments are the child's
parents, the child's key person, the SENCO if the child has additional needs and the
assistant of the setting since there are 2 of us.

The only reason to break confidentiality would be if there is an emergency
safeguarding issue.

Laurel Farm Kindergarten will make sure that children's records are only available to
those who are authorized to see them and stored in a secured area.

Formative Assessment

Ongoing assessment (also known as formative assessment) is an integral part of the
learning and development progress. On-going formative assessment is at the heart
of effective early years practice. We use development matters guidance as a support
for our observations.

Provision is made for observations and assessments through experience and play
based learning.

We observe children as they act and interact in their play, everyday activities and
planned activities, and learn from parents about what the child does at home

We assess by considering the examples of development in the columns headed
‘Unique Child: observing what children can do’ to help identify where the child may
be in their own developmental pathway

We plan ways to support the child to strengthen and deepen their current learning
and development, reflecting on guidance in columns headed ‘Positive Relationships’
and ‘Enabling Environments’ .

Progress is recorded by observing and assessing children regularly and recording in
a variety of ways, for ex: hand written observations and notes, photographs
highlighting developmental steps.

Assessment does not entail prolonged breaks from interaction with the children nor
require excessive paperwork by the teacher.



ASSESSMENT CYCLE

Observations and learning journeys will be shared with parents via emails
after each half term. Parents may request a progress meeting at any time
during the Kindergarten term by communicating with the teacher.

KINDERGARTEN PAPERWORK PROCESS

A- School Application form Including questions relating to Starting Points
Assessment: Get to know me form
(unless 2-year-old check sent on from previous setting)

B- Initial parent/educator meeting
Home visit
Settling process
Beginning of Starting Points Assessment Form

(1) Starting Points Assessment after settling in period completed (former baseline
assessment, 6 weeks or more depending of number of days)
(2) Copy to and input from the parents

(3) Each half term: On going Individual Teachable moments, Written on the spot
Observations and Planning sent to parents

(4) Each end of term Summative Assessment using (5) Developmental Descriptors
document (highlighted document for each child)
Based on observations, child focus week and on going communication with parents
and carers.

(6) Parent yearly Meeting
(7) Written End of Year Report

(8) Learning journey for the children.

Parent’s contributions are highly valued.

Parents are included in the following ways:

-Home visits or visits at the kindergarten /Getting to know you form
-Parent contribution of “Special moments “

-Texts or emails

-Newsletters

-Parent/teacher meetings upon request



-1:1 meetings with teachers

- Parents’ Evenings (2 per year)
-Informal chats at drop off and pick up
-Parents must be involved with feedback.

End of year reports are handed to parents during final meetings in late spring or
Summer term

A hard copy of the child's learning journey is handed out to the child at the end of the
year.

The transfer record policy is used when a child moves to another setting/school

We follow the guidance and requirements from EYFS statutory framework on the
following web site:

Early years foundation stage (EYFS) statutory framework

LOCAL AUTHORITY

The EYFS profile results are sent to the Banes County Council every summer (upon
request). The local authority is under duty to return this data to the relevant
Government department.

Welcome to Bath & North East Somerset ncil ta.bath

beta.bathnes.gov.uk

This policy will be reviewed before the start of each academic year and will evolve to
incorporate the views of all staff concerned.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/
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