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Benefit statement:

Having Fig coming to Laurel Farm gives all the children a sense of what it is like to have a pet. She is a friend to a quiet child looking for
something to do as she notices when someone looks alone. She is a valuable resource for conversations about self care and consent. She can be
calming and soothing to have around as children could be stroking her or being quiet around her crate when she is resting. Getting Fig ready
during transitions from one area to the next can have a positive impact on the movement of the group who like to help get Fig ready too. She also
gives a chance for children to learn how to read dogs as she displays emotions clearly. The children enjoy her company and ask where she is
when she does not come in.

Description of Fig:

Fig is a 4 year old, female Border Collie who has been coming to work in a kindergarten since she was a puppy. She has regular health checks,
flea treatment monthly and worm treatment twice a year as prescribed by her vet. She has not been spade and comes into season twice a year at
the summer and winter solstice.

When in kindergarten Fig has 3 crates (1 in the Arc, 1 in the classroom and 1 in the Magic Glade) for her own space away from children when it
is not time to interact with them. Her crate is covered to give her privacy and the space to rest. She is outside of her crate at designated times
where she is under supervision from Elodie who will judge if she can be free to play ball, or on a lead to be walked around and handled. Fig
enjoys playing catch when balls are thrown for her. She likes it if one child is playing with her at a time, especially if they are stroking her. She
likes to run on her lead and will sometimes catch her lead to shake it.



Introduction

Children can benefit educationally and emotionally through contact with a domestic animal. It increases their understanding of responsibility and
develops empathy and nurturing skills. In addition to these benefits, children take great enjoyment from interaction with a dog.

Having Fig at kindergarten has helped the quiet children who feel shy about interacting with other children. Through playing with her, taking her
for walks around the garden and feeding her treats when we put her to bed in her crate these children feel a sense of connection with Fig and
interact with other children more as they share taking turns to do things with her.

Fig also gives the children an opportunity to learn about owning a pet, opportunities arise where we can talk about how she needs to be looked
after where children can reflect on similarities and differences with how they are looked after.

Is there a risk in bringing a dog into a kindergarten environment?

Yes there is: having a dog is another risk that needs to be managed. A thorough risk assessment has been carried out, this is included in this
document. The risk assessment is reviewed termly.

Having a dog in kindergarten requires supervision from adults and it is important that child care will not take second place to having a dog that
needs to be watched. Please see the risk assessment for details on how this risk is managed.

Dogs are not allowed on the kindergarten site at any time unless specifically authorised by the Teacher and by the farmer. This includes coming
in to the Ark at drop off and collection times. This policy outlines measures put in place to allow the kindergarten dog to be present.

Kindergarten Policy

Fig joins the children in play in the Ark and Magic Glade, initially on a lead that is held by an adult although children can hold a children’s lead
with an adult holding the adult lead also. As children settle, Fig is allowed to be loose in the ark under adult supervision where she will play
retrieving a ball with children. The children are encouraged to ask if they can stroke Fig when she is on a lead and they are taught to be gentle
and understand how to read Fig’s mood and to look and see if she is showing signs of feeling relaxed before they stroke her. Wherever she is
with the children she has a crate for quiet space where she can rest and not interrupt the work and play of the children. She also has a mat to go
to if she is loose and children will be told not to touch her when she is on her mat.



To teach the children to understand the risks of having a dog come to our class we show them how she likes to be stroked on her back by one
person at the time and how when taking her for a walk they need to invite Fig to come rather than pull her to follow them. We will also reinforce
watching Fig’s body for signs of emotions, especially that Fig will put her tail between her legs and have her ears back if she feels worried and
people need to give her space if they see this. Space will be given by putting her in a crate which is covered and the children are told not to lift
the cover.

When children are holding Fig’s lead the length of time will be monitored and the mood of the play and children will be asked to let go of her if
she becomes excited, this will be used to teach the children that Fig needs time and is less bouncy when she is calm.

* Only the kindergarten dog is allowed with the kindergarten class. All other dogs must not come on site unless they belong to the farm or are a
known therapy or assistance dog and the teacher has been informed beforehand.

» Staff, parents and children have been informed that a dog will be in school. There is a clear risk assessment and this will be reviewed termly.

» Staff, visitors and children known to have allergic reactions to dogs must not go near the dog. All visitors will be informed on arrival that there
is a dog in kindergarten.

» If the dog is ill she will not be allowed into kindergarten.

* The dog will be kept on a lead when out on a walk and will be under the full control and supervision of an adult.

* Children must never be left alone with the dog and there must be appropriate adult supervision at all times.

* Children should be reminded of what is appropriate behaviour around the dog, although it is ultimately the supervising adult’s responsibility to
monitor the interaction between the children and Fig;

Children should remain calm around the dog.
They should not make sudden movements.
No-one should ever stare into a dog’s eyes as this could be threatening for the dog.
Children should not put their face near a dog and should always approach them standing up.
Children should not go near or disturb a dog that is sleeping, and will not put their hands through the bars of her crate.
Children must not be allowed to play roughly with the dog.
If Fig is surrounded by a large number of children, she could become nervous and agitated. Therefore the adult in charge of Fig must
ensure that they monitor the situation and only have Fig out when children are calm and not crowding.
e Children should not eat close to the Fig, who will be away in her crate during meal and snack times..



Children should be careful to stroke Fig on her body and back and not her face or the top of her head.

Children will be told that dogs express their feelings through their body language; Growling or bearing of teeth indicate that a dog is
feeling angry or threatened. Flattened ears, tail lowered or between their legs, hiding behind their owner, whining or growling are signs
that the dog is frightened or nervous. If Fig is displaying any of these warning signs she will be removed from that particular situation or
environment by an adult and put in her crate to feel comfort and safety.

Any dog foul should be cleaned immediately and disposed of appropriately by an adult.

All visitors will be informed about the dog on arrival

Fig will be included in the fire evacuation procedure under the supervision of Elodie Rummage

Children will be taught that not all dogs are like Fig and they can’t assume that all dogs will be happy to be friendly

Actions

If someone reports having an issue with Fig, this information must be passed to the teacher as soon as possible. All concerns will be responded
to by the teacher.

Roles and Responsibilities

Elodie Rummage will monitor the response to having a dog at kindergarten

Elodie Rummage is responsible for implementing this policy.

Teachers, staff, pupils, parents and visitors are required to abide by this policy.

The curriculum will support learning about dogs and how best to behave around our dog.

This will include highlighting that not all dogs are well trained and that caution must be used around unknown dogs outside school.

Appendix 1. Reasons to have a dog in kindergarten
In summary, academic research has shown that dogs working and helping in the school environment can achieve the following:-

1) Calming behaviours
2) Increase social skills and self-esteem



3) Increase confidence
4) Teach responsibility and respect to all life
5) Motivate children who are often less attentive

The following information has been taken from a range of sources to provide further detail about the benefits of having a dog in school.
Behaviour:

In some schools, dogs are making a difference in the behaviour of pupils. Researchers report that students can identify with animals, and with
empathy for the dog, can better understand how classmates may feel. It was found that violent behaviour in participating students declined by
55%, and general aggression went down 62%. Behaviour problems occur in school and these can interfere with learning. Some schools are using
dogs to improve behaviour problems by promoting positive behaviour in students. In a controlled study, students were found to have fewer
disciplinary referrals in schools with a dog than schools without. Students’ behaviour improved toward teachers, and students also showed more
confidence and responsibility. Additionally, parents reported that children seemed more interested in school as a result of having a dog at school.

Social Development:

Dogs in school offer an opportunity for improving social development. They are especially useful for teaching students social skills and
responsibility. Specifically, schools are using dogs to help children build self-esteem; learn about positive and negative reinforcement,
responsibility, and boundaries. With a dog in kindergarten, children have the opportunity to learn how to care for the animal. This includes
walking and grooming. Researchers report that involving children in the daily care of classroom dogs is a positive experience, promoting their
own daily care. The children also learn about responsibility, caring, and sharing when helping each other take care of a dog at school.

As a reward:

Dogs will be gentle and loving, but at the same time full of fun and enjoyment for the children. Walking, grooming, playing and training are
some of the responsibilities children will be allowed to undertake. It has been proved that working and playing with a dog improves children’s
social skills and self-esteem.

The dog will bring much joy and help to all the children they meet and are happy to provide plenty of hugs to the children they are spending time
with.



Main hazards Who is at | Precautions in place to control the risk Likelihood | Severity | Risk Further
risk? result action
after needed
actions
Hygiene Children, Fig is house trained. Low High Low N/A
employees, Fig is walked and toileted before Kindergarten.
e Salmonella, E. coli, parents

Toxocariasis, fecal coliform -
coming into contact with dog
faeces or sick, contact with the
dog then touching the mouth or
food

® Fleas, ticks or worms etc.

Elodie Rummage will carry dog poo bags to remove
faeces immediately in the rare event that she goes to
the toilet. The bags will be disposed of in the outside
bin.

If Fig is unwell she will stay at home and not return until
she has recovered.

During times when food is being prepared or eaten Fig
will be in her crate or on a lead away from the food.

Everyone washes their hands before food prep or
eating

Fig has all appropriate vaccinations and is regularly
treated for fleas/ticks/worms

Fig is regularly brushed and checked for parasites.




Fig requiring adult supervision

e A child’s needs not being
met as an adult is busy minding
the dog

Children

Fig will only come in on days when there are 3
members of staff

On Fig days she will begin the morning in her crate in
the Arc.

At the beginning of term or when new children are
joining a discussion will be had during morning snack to
remind and bring to children’s awareness how to keep
safe when with a dog, and how Fig likes to join play
when she is out.

When Fig is coming out of her crate children will be told
to sit on a log to give her space to come out without
feeling overwhelmed or crowded. This teaches children
about giving space to dogs and keeping calm.

Having been in her crate for drop off (9.00 am), morning
snack (9.15), 5 year old crafts (9.45) there will be a
space after 10.00 am for Fig to come out to play. Fig will
be out for a teacher led time of 10-15 mins, with either
retrieving play off lead or walking play where a child has
a lead and Elodie has a lead. During retrieving play
children can take turns of throwing a soft ball, they will
be told to throw it quickly, not to hold and tease Fig, and
also to wait for Fig to put the ball down, Never to take
the ball from Fig’s mouth. This teaches turn taking and
patience, and if Fig is not dropping the ball it is a sign
that she wants a rest and she will be returned to her
crate.

Fig has a sheep’s skin mat that she will sit on so that
she can be sent to her space if Elodie’s attention is
needed for a short moment. The children will be told
that this is Fig’s mat and know it is her space and they
are not to go to her there and it will only be out on Fig
days. Fig will be able to go to her mat if she wants




space and should she indicate that she is tired and
wanting space she will be returned to her crate.

It helps some children to be involved in leading Fig
when we walk from one environment to another.
Following practice and understanding how to lead a dog
in the Arc or Magic Glade a child can ask to help lead
Fig and will be partnered with Elodie who will hold one
lead while they hold another. This will either be walking
at the front of the train or at the very back with space
before the children in front.

When in the classroom Fig will be in her crate for the
duration of indoor play, lunch and rest, and will be
brought out when everyone is ready to transition back
to the Magic Glade/The Arc and again will be on her
lead. If a child has been chosen to help lead her all the
children will know of this before Fig comes out so that
only one child is handling her with Elodie’s supervision.

Upon arriving in the Magic Glade Fig will go in her crate
while children settle and will come out for a 5-15 minute
afternoon play once the children are settled. During this
time if any child needs one to one assistance on the
toilet or for first aid Fig will wait in her crate so there are
always 2 adults available to help the other children and
supervise play.

Should the class go back to the Arc for afternoon play it
will be the same case of Fig in her crate and prioritising
children’s play with time for a 5-15 minute teacher led
dog game if everyone settles.

At the end of the day if we have come back from the
Magic Glade Fig will be on her lead while we sing the
goodbye song and children return to their parents.
Elodie and Fig will step back to the side and be very




aware of the children’s movements. The children who
are usually keen to see their parents show reduced
interest in Fig at this time, and should they come close
Elodie will guide them away to give Fig space.

Fig is very good at waiting quietly in her crate. Should
children be reading story books it is nice to lift the cover
so that Fig can hear the story also but have her own
space.

Fig becoming over excited and
jumping up
e Injury from being knocked
over
e Scratch from claws
® Clothing could suffer
damage

Children,
employees,
parents

Fig has been trained not to jump up at anyone

Children will be made aware that if Fig is getting jumpy
they should turn their back to her and be still.

Fig’s claws will be monitored for length and clipped if
long

The children will be taught through role modelling and
discussions how to read Fig’s behaviour and interact
with her in a safe and calm manner to avoid her
becoming overexcited

When Fig shows signs of excitement; barking,
bouncing, play bows, calming language will be used
and the play stopped with Fig going back in her crate to
calm down

Fig will be on a lead around children who are nervous
and slowly introduced in very calm and controlled
situations

Low

High

Low

N/A




Allergic reaction to dog Children, Parents and children will be notified about Fig so they Low High Low N/A
hair/saliva employees, | can raise any concerns with consent forms required..
parents
Staff will be aware of students with allergies and will
keep Fig away from them.
Dog phobia Children, Parents and children will be notified about Fig so they Low Low/Med | Low N/A
employees, | can raise any concerns.
parents
Staff will be aware of children who may be nervous and
will keep Fig away from them and keep Fig on a lead
until all children are confident.
When severe phobia children will have opportunities to
meet Fig in a place of security before coming to
kindergarten to help them to build confidence
Dog bite Children, If Fig becomes excited while interacting with the Low/Med |Med/High | Low N/A
employees, | children she will be put in her crate to calm down before
parents being brought out to play again.

Fig will have set times during the daily routine for the
children to learn how to play with a dog and read signs
that the dog would like space. This will be adult led and
include walks together on a lead, brushing/stroking Fig,
retrieving balls while off lead and reading story books
with her while Fig is in her crate, her space is respected
as she will there to listen, not to be played with.
Children will be told not to put hands through the bars of




her crate and if the cover is down to ignore her
altogether.

When Fig becomes worried she puts her ears down,
has white around her eyes, has her tail between her
legs before raising her lips as a warning, this will be
pointed out to children and Fig will be put away and
given space

Fig’'s final communication of discomfort is to air snap
her mouth in the direction of her worry. This can be
close to someone although she has never made contact
and bitten someone to say no to them.

The children will be taught that when she gets excited
and playful they should turn their back to her and be
still.

Fire

Fig
Children,
employees,
parents

It will be clear at all times that Elodie Rummage is
responsible for Fig and for taking her out of the building
during a fire alarm.

If a fire is to occur in the Magic Glade or Arc it is equally
the responsibility of Elodie Rummage to remove Fig

Children and staff will follow Laurel Farm procedures for
fire safety

Low

Med

Low

N/A




Fig eats toxic food

Fig

The children will be told about foods which they may
have in kindergarten which are toxic for dogs and
therefore they must not drop them on the floor
(chocolate, raisins, grapes, avocado).

Fig will rest in her crate during snack and meal times
and will be on her lead and taken outside when it is time
to return outside

Low

Med

Low

N/A

Fig Injured while walking around
Laurel Farm

Fig

Fig will be on a lead during kindergarten walks and has
been trained to be careful around cars

Low

High

Low

N/A




